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Global Skills Challenge Australia 2026: India’s record performance and
global recognition for the Skill India Mission (awards)

Former Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar appointed part-time

chairman of HDFC Bank: Importance of banking governance and
regulatory process

Major administrative and financial changes effective July 2026: New
rules in income tax, passport and Aadhaar services (banking)

Project Brahmank: A strategic mission of the Border Roads Organisation

(BRO) to strengthen border infrastructure in Arunachal Pradesh
(national)

India’s industrial production grew by 5.1% in May 2026: New IIP series
and indicators of industrial growth (economy)

Rajasthan-Haryana Yamuna Water Project: A New Initiative for Inter-

State Water Cooperation, Water Security, and Federal Coordination
(state in news)

Delhi Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy 2.0: A major step towards clean

transportation, air quality improvement and green urban development
(state in news)

World UFO Day (July 2): Global discussion on space research, scientific
perspectives and unidentified aerial phenomena
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1. Global Skills Challenge Australia 2026: India's record-
breaking performance and global recognition for the Skill §
India Mission

India delivered its best-ever performance at the Global Skills
Challenge (GSC) Australia 2026, winning a total of five
medals—three gold, one silver, and one bronze. The competition
is conducted based on WorldSkills standards, evaluating the
technical and vocational skills of youth on an international
platform.

2. Former Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
appointed Part-time Chairman of HDFC Bank: Importance
of banking governance and regulatory processes

HDFC Bank has decided to appoint former Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar as its part-time Chairperson for a
three-year term, subject to approval from the RBI and
shareholders. He has also been nominated as an Independent
Director for a four-year term commencing on June 30, 2026.

3. Key administrative and financial changes effective
from July 2026: New rules for Income Tax, Passport, and '
Aadhaar services '
Several significant financial and administrative changes
regarding income tax, passport, and Aadhaar services came into =9
effect in India on July 1, 2026. The deadline for filing Income Tax ™ [
Returns (ITR) has been set for July 31, 2026, for most individual |
taxpayers, while the deadline for ITR-3 and ITR-4 is August 31,

2026.

celebrated its 16th Raising Day on June 29, 2026, having made

significant contributions to the development of strategic road e
and bridge infrastructure in Arunachal Pradesh over the past 15 f s
years. Currently, the project maintains approximately 811

kilometers of roads and 86 bridges, ensuring year-round
connectivity in border areas.
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4. Project Brahmank: A strategic mission by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) strengthening border
infrastructure in Arunachal Pradesh

The Border Roads Organisation’s (BRO) Project Brahmank
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5. India's industrial production grew by 5.1% in May 2026:
New IIP series and indicators of industrial growth

According to the National Statistical Office (NSO), India’s Index LD Y ¥
of Industrial Production (IIP) rose by 5.1% in May 2026, marking *'F"""':"—:r o e
the fastest growth in the last five months. Manufacturing, \ﬁ?ﬁ_—r‘"’"’h o b
_ bt

T ‘} I'

T = L

electricity and gas supply, and the production of capital goods : wi!
were the primary contributors to this growth. The new IIP series T---:-

adopts 2022-23 as the base year and incorporates Output PPI as

the deflator instead of WPI.

6. Rajasthan-Haryana Yamuna Water Project: A New
Initiative for Inter-State Water Cooperation, Water

Security, and Federal Coordination

On June 29, 2026, Rajasthan and Haryana signed an agreement
on the Yamuna Water Project to resolve a water dispute dating
back nearly 30 years. Under this project, Rajasthan’s share of
water from the Western Yamuna Canal will be transported via
underground pipelines.

7. Delhi Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy 2.0: A major step
towards clean transport, improved air quality, and green
urban development

The Delhi government has approved EV Policy 2.0, which will
remain in effect from July 1, 2026, to March 31, 2030, with the aim
of reducing air pollution and carbon emissions by promoting =
electric vehicles. Under the policy, electric vehicles costing up
to ¥30 lakh will receive a 100% exemption on road tax and
registration fees, alongside purchase and scrappage incentives.

8. World UFO Day (July 2): Global discourse on space
research, scientific perspectives, and unidentified aerial
phenomena

World UFO Day is observed annually on July 2 to raise
awareness about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs/UAPs) and
encourage scientific research. lts popularity is linked to the 1947
Roswell incident. Organizations such as NASA and AARO are
conducting scientific studies on UAP-related events. In India,
too, scientific temper and rational research are
promoted—aligned with the efforts of ISRO and the spirit of
Article 51A(h) of the Constitution.
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1. How many medals did India win in total at the Global Skills
Challenge (GSC) Australia 2026?

A-3 B-4

C-5 D-6

India delivered its best-ever performance at an international skills
competition by winning a total of 5 medals—comprising 3 gold, 1
silver, and 1 bronze—at the Global Skills Challenge (GSC) Australia
2026. This achievement reflects the success of the Skill India Mission
and strengthens India's global standing in skills and employability.

2. Whom has HDFC Bank decided to appoint as its part-time
Chairperson?

A - Shaktikanta Das B - Rajiv Kumar

C - Atanu Chakraborty D - Keki Mistry

HDFC Bank has decided to appoint former Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar as its part-time Chairperson for a three-
year term, subject to approval from the RBI and shareholders. A 1984-
batch IAS officer, Rajiv Kumar brings extensive experience in banking
reforms and public administration, which will help strengthen the
bank's corporate governance.

3. Which organization has provided the facility to update the email
registered with Aadhaar free of cost?

A - NPCI B - UIDAI

C - RBI D - NIC

New rules regarding income tax returns, passport fees, and Aadhaar
services came into effect on July 1, 2026, aiming to enhance tax
compliance and the efficiency of citizen services. UIDAI has made
email updates via the Aadhaar app free until December 31, 2026, while
passport fees have been revised after nearly 14 years.

4. Project Brahmank is a flagship project of which organization?
A - NHAI B - BRO
C - NHIDCL D-CPWD

The Border Roads Organisation's (BRO) Project Brahmank has
completed 16 years, significantly strengthening strategic road and
bridge infrastructure in Arunachal Pradesh. The project has bolstered
military capabilities along the India-China border while also
enhancing connectivity and the socio-economic development of
border regions.
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5. By what percentage did India's Index of Industrial Production (lIP)
rise in May 2026?

A -4.50% B - 4.90%

C -5.10% D - 5.50%

According to the National Statistical Office (NSO), India's Index of
Industrial Production (lIP) rose by 5.1% in May 2026, marking the
fastest growth in the last five months. The new IIP series adopts
2022-23 as the base year and incorporates Output PPI instead of WPI.

6. For which project have Rajasthan and Haryana signed an
agreement?

A - Ken-Betwa Project B - Yamuna Water Project

C - Sardar Sarovar Project D - Parbati-Kalisindh Project
Rajasthan and Haryana have sighed an agreement on the Yamuna
Water Project to resolve a water dispute dating back nearly 30 years;
under this agreement, water from the Western Yamuna Canal will be
transported to Rajasthan via underground pipelines. This project will
enhance drinking water availability in water-stressed regions and
strengthen water security, groundwater recharge, and cooperative
federalism.

7. How many public charging points will the Delhi government develop
under EV Policy 2.0?

A - 20,000 B - 25,000

C - 30,000 D - 32,000

The Delhi government's EV Policy 2.0 will remain in effect from July 1,
2026, to March 31, 2030, aiming to reduce air pollution and carbon
emissions by promoting electric vehicles. The policy seeks to
encourage green transportation through tax exemptions, subsidies,
scrappage incentives, and the development of 32,000 public charging
points.

8. With which event is the popularity of World UFO Day associated?
A - Apollo 11 mission B - Chandrayaan-3 mission

C - 1947 Roswell incident D - Sputnik launch

World UFO Day is observed annually on July 2nd with the aim of
raising awareness and promoting scientific research regarding
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs/UAPs). Organizations such as
NASA, AARO, and ISRO encourage the study of these phenomena
based on a scientific approach.
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1. Which two major tax exemptions are provided for electric vehicles costing up to ¥30
lakh under the Delhi EV Policy 2.0? - 100% road tax exemption and 100% registration
fee exemption

2. In which state does the Border Roads Organisation's (BRO) 'Project Brahmank'’
primarily operate? - Arunachal Pradesh

3. What is the deadline for filing the ITR for the financial year 2025-26 for most
individual taxpayers? - July 31, 2026

4. Under the Rajasthan—Haryana Yamuna Water Project, from which canal will water be
supplied to Rajasthan? - Western Yamuna Canal

5. When is World UFO Day observed annually? - July 2

6. Which index has been adopted as the deflator in place of WPI in the new IIP series? -
Output Producer Price Index (Output PPI)

7. By what percentage did India's Index of Industrial Production (lIP) rise in May 2026?
-5.10%

8. Which former Chief Election Commissioner has HDFC Bank decided to appoint as its
part-time Chairperson? - Rajiv Kumar

9. How many medals did India win in total at the Global Skills Challenge (GSC) Australia
20267? - 5 medals (3 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze)

10. How many public EV charging points will be developed under the Delhi EV Policy
2.0? - 32,000
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