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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

Ancy Sojan breaks 22-year-old national long jump record: A new era
begins for Indian athletics (sports)

Legendary England all-rounder Ben Stokes announces retirement from
international cricket (sports)

Leadership change at Kotak Mahindra Bank: MD & CEO Ashok Vaswani
to step down in December 2026 (banking)

PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT): Launch of integrated digital platform
for maternal and child welfare services (scheme)

OpenAl appoints Prabhjeet Singh as Managing Director for India: India’s
Al ecosystem will get new leadership (appointments)

ISRO successfully conducts hot test of 175-tonne thrust semi-cryogenic
engine: Major milestone towards next generation propulsion of LVM3
(sci-tech)

Discovery of ‘Brachybacterium Netaji': A new miscellaneous bacterial
species for pollution control and bioremediation

National Doctor's Day 2026: Honoring the contribution of doctors and
pledging to strengthen the healthcare system (imp. day)
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1. Ancy Sojan breaks 22-year-old national long jump
record: Marking the start of a new era in Indian athletics
Kerala long jumper Ansi Sojan created a new national record
with a jump of 6.88 meters and won the gold medal at the
National Inter-State Senior Athletics Championship 2026 held in
Bhubaneswar. She created a new history in Indian athletics by
breaking Anju Bobby George's 22-year-old national record of
6.83 metres.

2. England’s legendary all-rounder Ben Stokes
announced his retirement from international cricket
England captain Ben Stokes announced his retirement from
international cricket and Test captaincy after the Trent Bridge
Test against New Zealand, ending his nearly 15-year-long
illustrious career. He made his special mark in cricket history by
scoring an unbeaten 84 runs in the 2019 World Cup final to help
England win its first World Cup and playing a historic innings of
135 not out in the Headingley Ashes Test.

3. Leadership Change at Kotak Mahindra Bank: MD &
CEO Ashok Vaswani to Step Down in December 2026
Ashok Vaswani will resign as Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of Kotak Mahindra Bank after the
completion of his three-year tenure on December 31, 2026 and
will not seek re-appointment for a second term. Accepting their
decision, the Board of Directors of the bank has started the
process of appointing a new MD and CEO, for which the
approval of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will be required.

4. PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT): Launch of an
integrated digital platform for maternal and child welfare

services

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah launched the
pilot project of PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT) in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, which aims to ensure timely delivery of
benefits of government schemes to pregnant women, mothers
and children. It is a Life-Cycle Based Digital Beneficiary Tracking =
System, in which beneficiaries will be linked through ABHA ID or
Birth Registration Number and an integrated digital record of
data from various departments will be created.
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5. OpenAl Appoints Prabhjeet Singh as Managing
Director for India: New Leadership for India's Al
Ecosystem

OpenAl has appointed Prabhjeet Singh as its Managing Director
(MD) for India; he will assume the role in September 2026. He will
report to Kiran Mani, the Managing Director for the Asia-Pacific
region, and will lead OpenAl's strategy, partnerships, and Al
expansion within India.

6. ISRO Conducts Successful Hot Test of 175-Tonne
Thrust Semi-Cryogenic Engine: A Major Milestone
Towards Next-Gen Propulsion for LVM3

On June 24, 2026, the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) conducted the eighth successful hot test of the Power
Head Test Article (PHTA) for the SE2000 semi-cryogenic engine
at the ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC) in Mahendragiri, Tamil
Nadu.

7. Discovery of ‘Brachybacterium netaji’: A new bacterial
species for pollution control and bioremediation
Scientists have discovered a new bacterial species named
Brachybacterium netaji in the Hooghly River of West Bengal; the
species has been named in honor of Subhas Chandra Bose. This
bacterium belongs to the phylum Actinobacteria and is capable
of surviving in environments with industrial pollution while
biodegrading toxic chemicals.

8. National Doctors' Day 2026: Honoring the contribution .
of physicians and a pledge for a robust healthcare HAT'GNAL

system . DOCTORS’

In India, National Doctors' Day is celebrated annually on July 1st
to honor the contributions of physicians to society, public DA""'

health, and nation-building. This day is observed in memory of I

the eminent physician and educationist Bidhan Chandra Roy,
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who was both born and passed away on July 1st.
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1. Who has recently resigned from the position of President of Uber
India and South Asia?

A - Anju Bobby George B - Shaili Singh

C - Ancy Sojan D - Jyothi Yarraji

Kerala's Ancy Sojan won the gold medal at the National Inter-State
Senior Athletics Championship 2026 by recording a jump of 6.88
meters, thereby breaking a 22-year-old national record. Surpassing
Anju Bobby George's record of 6.83 meters, she created history in
Indian women's athletics and bolstered India's prospects for the 2026
Asian Games.

2. After a Test match against which team did Ben Stokes announce his
retirement from international cricket?

A - Australia B - India

C - New Zealand D - South Africa

England captain Ben Stokes announced his retirement from cricket
and the Test captaincy following a magnificent international career
spanning nearly 15 years. He gave English cricket a new identity
through his all-round performances and leadership, including his
historic innings in the 2019 World Cup final and the Headingley Ashes
Test.

3. From which bank will Ashok Vaswani step down as MD & CEO on
December 31, 2026?

A - HDFC Bank B - ICICI Bank

C - Kotak Mahindra Bank D - Axis Bank

Ashok Vaswani will step down as the MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra
Bank upon the completion of his tenure on December 31, 2026, and
will not seek reappointment for a second term. The bank has initiated
the process of appointing a new CEO, a move that will require RBI
approval.

ML

4. Who launched the pilot project of the PM Family Care Tracker (PM- a0, e
FCT)?

A - J.P. Nadda B - Narendra Modi

C - Amit Shah D - Ashwini Vaishnaw

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah launched the pilot
project of the PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT) in Gandhinagar,
Gujarat; this initiative will ensure the timely delivery of benefits from
government schemes to pregnant women, mothers, and children up
to the age of 18.
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5. Whom has OpenAl appointed as its new Managing Director (MD) for
India?

A - Kiran Mani B - Prabhjeet Singh

C - Sam Altman D - Sundar Pichai

OpenAl has appointed Prabhjeet Singh as its Managing Director for
India; he will lead the company's Al strategy and expansion in the
country starting September 2026. Formerly the President of Uber for
India and South Asia, Singh's appointment will strengthen India's
position as a key hub for global Al innovation and the digital
economy.

6. Where did ISRO conduct the successful hot test of the SE2000
Semi-Cryogenic Engine's PHTA?

A - Sriharikota B - Thiruvananthapuram

C - Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu D - Bengaluru

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) conducted the eighth ©
successful hot test of the Power Head Test Article (PHTA) for the
SE2000 Semi-Cryogenic Engine at the IPRC facility in Mahendragiri,
achieving a thrust of 175 tonnes. This engine utilizes Liquid Oxygen
(LOX) and ISROSENE, and will bolster India's future advanced launch

capabilities and heavy-payload missions. W_H |

7. Where was the new bacterial species named *Brachybacterium

netaji* discovered?
A - Ganges River B - Yamuna River

C - Hooghly River D - Godavari River

Scientists have discovered a new bacterial species named
*Brachybacterium netaji* in the Hooghly River of West Bengal; it has
been named in honor of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. This
bacterium is capable of biodegrading toxic industrial chemicals and
tolerating heavy metals, making it significant for bioremediation and
pollution control.

8. In memory of which eminent personality is National Doctors' Day
celebrated in India?

A - Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam B - Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy

C - Dr. Hargobind Khorana D - Dr. M.S. Swaminathan

In India, National Doctors' Day is observed every year on July 1st in
memory of the eminent physician Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, who was
both born and passed away on this day. This day is celebrated to
honor the contributions of doctors and to raise awareness about
quality healthcare services, medical ethics, and public health.
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1. What is used as the oxidizer in the SE2000 semi-cryogenic engine? - Liquid Oxygen
(LOX)

2. Who set a new national record in the women's long jump at the 2026 National Inter-
State Senior Athletics Championships? - Ancy Sojan

3. In memory of which eminent Indian physician and Bharat Ratna awardee is National
Doctors' Day celebrated in India? - Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy

4. In which city was the pilot project for the PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT)
launched? - Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

5. Whom has OpenAl appointed as its new Managing Director (MD) for India? -
Prabhjeet Singh

6. What is the name of the semi-cryogenic engine successfully hot-tested by ISRO? -
SE2000

7. On which date is National Doctors' Day celebrated in India every year? - July 1

8. Who will step down as MD and CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank after completing his
tenure on December 31, 2026? - Ashok Vaswani

9. From which river was the new bacterial species named Brachybacterium netaji
discovered? - Hooghly River

10. Which England cricketer announced his retirement after an international career
spanning nearly 15 years? - Ben Stokes
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